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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to novel water-soluble tetrazolium salt compounds. More specifically, the present 
invention relates to water-soluble tetrazoiium salt compounds which can be suitably used for, for example, quantitative 
measurement of dehydrogenases and other, and to methods for measurement by using the compounds. 

Background Art 

10 

[0002] Quantitative measurement of various dehydrogenases, such as lactate dehydrogenase (abbreviated occa- 
sionally as "LDH" hereinafter in the specification), alcohol dehydrogenase, and glutamate dehydrogenase, have con- 
ventionally been conducted by using tetrazoiium salt compounds. A property of the tetrazoiium salt compound is its 
ability to receive a hydrogen released by the action of a dehydrogenase, among variety types as mentioned above, 

15 via an intermediate electron transporter such as reduced nicotinamide-adenine dinucleotide (abbreviated occasionally 
as "NADH" hereinafter in the specification) to give a corresponding formazan compound. Accordingly, dehydrogenases 
can be quantitatively determined by measuring the absorbance of the resulting formazan compound. 
[0003] Among these dehydrogenases, lactate dehydrogenase distributes ail over somatic cells, and in particular, 
abundantly exists in myocardia, livers, skeletal muscles, and kidneys. It is known that serum LDH activity markedly 

20 increases in patients suffered from diseases such as myocardial infarct, malignant tumor, hepatic failure, progressive 
muscular atrophy, intravascular hemolysis, and megaloblastic anemia. Accordingly, by measuring serum LDH activity, 
highly useful clinical information for diagnosis can be obtained. 

[0004] In recent years, in order to detect trace substances in blood, e.g., uric acid and bile acid, with high sensitivity, 
it has been desired to develop a method for measuring a dehydrogenase which is less susceptible to biogenous sub- 
25 stances. Forthis purpose, 3,3'-[3,3 , -dimethoxy-(1 ,1'-biphenyl)-4,4 , -diyl]-bis[2-(4-nitrophenyl)-5-phenyl]-2H-tetrazolium 
chloride (abbreviated occasionally as "nitro-TB" hereinafter in the specification) and other have generally been used 
as hydrogen acceptors. 

[0005] However, the formazan compound formed by nitro-TB after the acceptance of a hydrogen has low water 
solubility, which causes a practical problem. In particular, in automatic analysis, the resulting formazan compound 
30 precipitates inside a measuring system including tubes and cells, and may add positive errors on measured values. 
In order to solve the problem, it has been desired to develop a method utilizing a tetrazoiium salt which produces a 
water-soluble formazan compound. 

[0006] As water-soluble tetrazoiium salt compounds which form formazan compounds having sufficient solubility, 
Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication No.(Hei)7-70092/1995 discloses compounds of the following general for- 
35 mula (2): 



40 



45 




50 wherein R 1 and R 2 independently represent hydrogen atom or nitro group, and M represents an alkali metal or an 
ammonium. 

[0007] Since these compounds produce formazan compounds having extremely high detection sensitivity, measure- 
ment with higher sensitivity can be achieved by using these compound compared to the conventionally used nitro-TB. 
In addition, because of the water-solubility of the formazan compounds, they are free from adhesion to a measuring 
55 apparatus, and accordingly, useful for clinical diagnostics. In particular, the compounds of the above general formula 
wherein R 1 and R 2 are nitro groups have a feature of efficient reactivity with NADH to give a formazan compound 
exhibiting extremely high absorbance. 

[0008] However, researches by the inventors of the present invention revealed thatthese compounds have a problem 
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of low storage stability when stored in the state of an aqueous solution. Because aqueous solutions are often stored, 
after their preparation, for a long period of time such as for 3 to 6 months in usual clinical analyses, it is desired that 
tetrazolium compounds used as hydrogen acceptors have high storage stability in the state of an aqueous solution. 

5 Disclosure of the Invention 

[0009] The inventors of the present invention conducted various studies to provide compounds which have high 
storage stability as an aqueous solution, and in addition, maintains the characteristic excellent detection sensitivity of 
the compounds of the general formula (2). As a result, they found that the compounds of the general formula (1) set 
10 out below have the desired features. The present invention was achieved on the basis of these findings. 

[001 0J The present invention thus provides tetrazolium salt compounds represented by the following general formula 
(1): 



Q2N 



wherein R 1 is a C^ 4 alkyl group or a C^. A alkoxy group 

and M represents an alkali metal or an ammonium. 

[0011] According to preferred embodiments of the present invention, there are provided the aforementioned tetra- 
30 zolium salt compounds wherein R 1 is methyl group or methoxy group, and M is sodium. 

[001 2] According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a reagent for the measurement of a 

dehydrogenase which comprises the aforementioned tetrazolium salt compound. As a preferred embodiment of the 

present invention, there is provided the aforementioned reagent which is used for a measurement utilizing reduced 

nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide as an intermediate electron transporter. 
35 [0013] According to further aspect of the present invention, there are provided formazan compounds represented 

by the following general formula (6): 



(1) 



40 



45 




0 2 N (6) 

50 

wherein R 1 is a C^. 4 alkyl group or a C^ 4 alkoxy group. 

[0014] According to still further aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method for the measurement of 
a dehydrogenase wherein the compound of the above general formula (1 ) is used as a hydrogen acceptor. According 
55 to preferred embodiments of the aforementioned methods, there are provided the method which comprises the step 
of measuring the absorbance of the formazan compound represented by the above general formula (6); and the method 
wherein reduced nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide is used as an intermediate electronic transporter. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 



[0015] 



Figure 1 depicts the changes of absorbance of the compound of the present invention (Compound a) and a com- 
pound disclosed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication No.(Hei) 7-70092/1995 (Compound b) when stored 
at 4°C. 

Figure 2 depicts calibration curves of NADH obtained by absorption spectrum measurements. In the figures 1 and 
2, 0 represents results obtained by using the compound of the present invention (Compound a), and Drepresents 
results obtained by using the compound disclosed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication No.(Hei) 
7-70092/1995 (Compound b). 

Figure 3 depicts calibration curves of NADH obtained by absorption spectrum measurements. In the figure, O 
represents results obtained by using the compound of the present invention (Compound a), and □ represents 
results obtained by using nitro-TB. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

[0016] As the alkyl group represented by R 1 a C,. 4 alkyl group is used. More specifically, methyl group, ethyl group, 
n-propyl group, isopropyl group, n-butyl group, sec-butyl group, tert-butyl group and other can be used. As the alkoxy 
group represented by R 1 a C V4 alkoxy group is used. More specifically, methoxy group, ethoxy group, n-propoxy group, 
isopropoxy group, n-butoxy group, sec-butoxy group, tert-butoxy group and other can be used. R 1 may preferably be 
methyl group or methoxy group. 

[0017] As the alkali metal represented by M, for example, sodium, potassium and other can be used, and sodium is 
preferred. 

[0018] The compounds of the present invention represented by the general formula (1) can be prepared by a con- 
ventional method. For example, a hydrazine compound represented by the following general formula (3): 




can be reacted with an aldehyde compound represented by the general formula (4): 




NaQ 3 S 



in an alcoholic solution to obtain a hydrazone compound represented by the general formula (5): 




Na0 3 S 



and then the resulting compound can be reacted with a corresponding diazonium salt in an organic solvent or water 
under basic condition to obtain a formazan compound represented by the general formula (6). 



EP 0 908 453 B1 



■OrVO- 

N=N > ' 

0r* 



Na0 3 S 



5 



0 2 N 



S0 3 Na 



10 



0 2 N 



(6) 



15 In the above general formula (6), 

R 1 represents a C|_ 4 alkyl group or a C^. A alkoxyl group. 

[001 9] In the reactions mentioned above, sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide or other may be used as a basifying 
agent. Then, the resulting formazan compound of the general formula (6) can be oxidized by using an oxidizing agent 
such as butyl nitrite in an alcoholic solvent to obtain the tetrazolium salt compound of the general formula (1). 

20 [0020] The compounds of the present invention have a characteristic feature that they receive a hydrogen produced 
by the action of a dehydrogenase via NADH or other, and they, per se, are reduced to form the formazan compounds 
represented by the above general formula (6). Accordingly, the concentration of a dehydrogenase such as lactate 
dehydrogenase, alcohol dehydrogenase, and glutamate dehydrogenase can be quantitatively measured by using the 
compounds of the present invention as hydrogen acceptors. They can also be used for quantitative measurement of 

25 reducing substances such as NADH as described in the following examples. In general , the absorbance of the formazan 
compound of the general formula (6) formed in a reaction system may be measured to perform the quantitative meas- 
urement of these substances, or alternatively, the measurement can also be performed by means of fluorescent meas- 
urement or other spectrometry means. Methods for the measurement of a dehydrogenase utilizing an intermediate 
electronic transporter such as NADH are well known in the art, perse, and reaction conditions, measurement means 

30 and other can be appropriately chosen by one of ordinary skili in the art. 



[0021] The present invention will be further explained more specifically by referring to the following examples. How- 
35 ever, the scope of the present invention is not limited to the following examples. 

Example 1 : Synthesis of the compound of the general formula (1) wherein R 1 is methoxy group (Compound a) 

[0022] p-Nitrophenylhydrazine (1 8.4 g) and sodium 4-formyl-1 ,3-benzenedisulfonate (37.2 g) were mixed with meth- 
40 anol, and the mixture was heated under reflux for two hours. The resulting precipitates were collected by filtration to 
obtain a hydrazone in a 85%yield. The hydrazone obtained (6.7 g) was dissolved in water (200 ml), and cooled to 0°C. 
Separately, 5-nitro-o-anisidine (2.7 g) was diazotized in a conventional manner, and the product was added to the 
hydrazone solution obtained above. The reaction mixture was kept at -5 to 0°C and added dropwise with an aqueous 
solution obtained by dissolving NaOH (2.6 g) in water (40 ml). After the dropwise addition, the mixture was stirred 
45 overnight at room temperature. The reaction mixture was added with hydrochloric acid and concentrated. The precip- 
itates formed by the addition of isopropanol were collected by filtration to obtain a formazan in a 63% yield. The resulting 
formazan (5 g) was suspended in methanol (250 ml), added with concentrated hydrochloric acid (6.7 ml) and butyl 
nitrite (4.1 g), and then the mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight. The reaction mixture was concentrated, 
and added with isopropanol. The deposited precipitates were collected by filtration, and the crude product was recrys- 
50 tallized from ethanol to obtain the captioned tetrazolium salt (Compound a) in a 45% yield. 
Elemental analysis: Calculated. (C 20 H 12 N 6 O 11 S 2 Na) C: 40.00%, H: 2.18%, N: 14.00 %; 
Found. C: 39.78%, H: 2.15%, N: 13.76% 

Example 2: Synthesis of the compound of the general formula (1) wherein R 1 is methyl group 

55 

[0023] The captioned compound was prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 . Elemental analysis: Calculated. 
(C 2 oH 13 N 6 0 10 S 2 Na) C: 41.10%, H: 2.24%, N: 14.38%; Found. C: 40.86%, H: 2.44%, N: 14.17% 



Examples 
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Example 3: Storage stability test 

[0024] 50 mM Tris buffer (pH 8.0) containing 1 mM of Compound a was stored at 4°C for 0, 1 , 7, 14, 31 and 90 days, 
and absorbances at 460 nm were measured. At the same time, the compound of the above general formula (2) de- 
5 scribed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication No.(Hei) 7-70092/1995 wherein both R 1 and R 2 are nitro groups 
(Compound b: see, the section of "Background Art") was stored in the same manner, and changes of absorbance were 
measured. Fig. 1 shows the relationships between the days of storage and absorbances deriving from Compound a 
and Compound b. Compound b exhibited remarkable increases of absorbance, whilst Compound a of the present 
invention gave no increase of absorbance for 90 days, which revealed its excellent stability. 

10 

Example 4: Measurement of NADH concentration 



15 



20 



25 



30 



[0025] 50 mM Tris buffer (pH 8.0, 5 ml) containing 0.1 mM of Compound a and 5 uJVI of 1-methoxy-5-methylphena- 
zinium methosulfate was added with 0, 1 0, 20, 30, 40 or 50 uJ of 5 mM NADH, and allowed to react at room temperature 
for 5 minutes, and then absorbances were measured. Figure 2 shows the relationship between NADH concentrations 
and absorbances. Measurement was performed in the same manner by using Compound b. Each of the compounds 
gave a linear calibration curve between NADH concentration and absorbance starting from the origin, and exhibited 
almost the same detection sensitivity. On the other hand, when the relationship between NADH concentration and 
absorbance was measured by using nitro-TB in the same manner, it was found that detection sensitivity was apparently 
inferior to that of the compound of the present invention as shown in Figure 3. 

Industrial Applicability 

[0026] The tetrazolium salt compounds of the present invention give water-soluble formazans when used as hydro- 
gen acceptors. Accordingly, no deposition is occurred in a measuring apparatus, and measurements by using automatic 
analyzers are facilitated. Furthermore, the compounds of the present invention have characteristics that they exhibit 
higher sensitivity compared to nitro-TB, which is generally used as a hydrogen acceptor in clinical diagnostics, and 
can easily detect NADH. In addition, they have the feature of excellent storage stability in the state of an aqueous 
solution. Accordingly, the compounds of the present invention are extremely useful as, for example, reagents for clinical 
diagnostics. 



Claims 

35 1. Tetrazolium salt compound represented by the following general formula (1): 



40 



45 



o 3 s 

N = N X ' 



0 2 N 




M + 



0) 



50 

wherein R 1 is a C^. 4 alkyl group or a C A . A alkoxy group and M represents an alkali metal or an ammonium. 

2. The tretrazolium salt compound according to claim 1 wherein R 1 is methyl group or methoxy group; and M is sodium. 

55 3. a reagent for the measurement of a dehydrogenase which comprises a compound according to claim 1 or 2. 

4. The reagent according to claim 3 which is used for a measuring process utilizing reduced nicotinamide adenine 
dinucleotide as an intermediate electron transporter. 



6 



EP 0 908 453 B1 

5. A formazan compound represented by the following general formula (6): 



NaOjS 



10 



15 



0 2 N-^^~N' N YH^-S0 3 Na 

0-*' 



0 2 N (6) 



wherein R 1 is a C 1-4 alkyl group or a alkoxy group. 

6. A method for the measurement of a dehydrogenase wherein a compound according to claim 1 or 2 is used as a 
20 hydrogen acceptor. 

7. The method according to claim 6 which comprises the step of measuring the absorbance of a formazan compound 
according to claim 5. 

25 8. The method according to claim 6 or 7 wherein reduced nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide is used as an interme- 
diate electronic transporter. 



30 



Patentansp ruche 

1. Tetrazoliumsalz-Verbindung, dargestellt durch die folgende allgemeine Formel (1): 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



*o 3 s 




(1) 



wobei R 1 eine Alkylgruppe oder eine C 1 . 4 Alkoxygruppe ist und M ein Alkalimetall oder ein Ammonium darstellt. 

2. Die Tetrazoliumsalz-Verbindung nach Anspruch 1, wobei R 1 eine Methylgruppe oder Methoxygruppe ist; und M 
Natrium ist. 

3. Ein Reagenz zur Messung einer Dehydrogenase, das die Verbindung gemaB Anspruch 1 oder 2 umfasst. 

4. Das Reagenz nach Anspruch 3, das fur ein Messverfahren verwendet wird unter Anwendung von reduziertem 
Nicotinamid-Adenin-Dinucleotid als intermediaren Elektronenubertrager. 



5. Eine Formazan-Verbindung, dargestellt durch die folgende allgemeine Formel (6): 
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Na0 3 S 



0 2 N 



S0 3 Na 



0 2 N 



(6) 



wobei R 1 eine C^ Alkylgruppe oder eine Alkoxygruppe 1st. 

6. Ein Verfahren zur Messung einer Dehydrogenase, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine Verbindung gemaB An- 
spruch 1 oder 2 als Wasserstoffakzeptor verwendet wird. 

7. Das Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 6. das den Schritt der Messung der Absorption einer Formazan -Verb in dung ge- 
maB Anspruch 5 umfasst. 

8. Das Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 6 oder 7, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass reduziertes Nicotinamid-Adenin-Dinu- 
cleotid als intermediarer Elektronenubertrager verwendet wird. 

Revendications 

1 . Compose de sel de tetrazolium represents par la formule generale suivante (1 ) : 



dans laquelle R 1 est un groupe alkyle en C,_ 4 ou un groupe alcoxy en C,_ 4 et M represente un metal alcalin ou de 
I'ammonium. 

2. Compose de sel de tetrazolium selon la revendication 1, dans lequel R 1 est un groupe methyle ou un groupe 
methoxy; et M est du sodium. 

3. Reactif pour la mesure d'une dehydrogenase, qui comprend un compose selon la revendication 1 ou 2. 

4. Reactif selon la revendication 3, qui est utilise pour un procede de mesure en utilisant un dinucleotide de nicoti- 
namide adenine reduit comme transporteur d'electrons intermediaire. 

5. Compose de formazan represents par la formule generale suivante (6) : 




0 2 N 



(I) 
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Na0 3 S 



0 2 N 



S0 3 Na 



^ N=N 

0r« 



i 



0 2 N 



(6) 



dans laqueile R 1 est un groupe alkyle en ou un groupe alcoxy en C-,. 4 . 

Procede de mesure d'une dehydrogenase, dans lequel un compose selon la revendication 1 ou 2 est utilise 
comme accepteur d'hydrogene. 

Procede selon la revendication 6, comprenant I'etape de mesure du pouvoir absorbant d'un compose de formazan 
selon la revendication 5. 

Procede selon la revendication 6 ou 7, dans lequel le dinucleotide de nicotinamide adenine reduit est utilise comme 
transporter d'electrons intermediaire. 
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Concentration of NADH 
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Amount of NADH(nM) 
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